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Session 1  - SVdP Operations  

• Date/Time: Thursday, Feb 25 (7- 8 pm)

• Delivered By: Dan Manack, Gary Mayerick, Russ Keenan 

• Topics: Vincentian Rule, Conference, Online Resources

Session 2  - SVdP Overview  

• Date/Time: Thursday, Mar 4 (7- 8 pm)

• Delivered By: Deacon Mike, David Rosengrants, and Tim Williams

• Topics:  Vincentian Heritage, Mission, Vocation, Spirituality

Session 3  - SVdP Help Line  

• Date/Time: Thursday, Mar 11 (7- 8 pm)

• Delivered By: Linda Dickson,  Janice Mappes, and David Rosengrants

• Topics: Vincentian Help Line and Resource Guide

Session 4  - SVdP Home Visit  

• Date/Time: Thursday, Mar 18 (7- 8 pm)

• Delivered By: Janice Mappes and George Bednarz

• Topics: Vincentian Home Visit 
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• Opening Prayer – Deacon Mike

• Vincentian heritage and mission- Tim

• Spirituality – Deacon Mike

• Vocation – David 

• Open Discussion and Questions - All

Note:  Tonight’s session is being recorded for those unable to attend
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Opening Prayer

Open our eyes that we may see the deepest needs 

of men, women and children; Move our hands that 

they may feed the hungry;

Touch our heart that it may bring warmth to the 

despairing; Teach us the generosity that welcomes 

strangers;

Let us share our possessions with people in need; Give 

us the care that strengthens the sick;

Help us share in the quest to set prisoners free.

In sharing our anxieties and our love, our poverty and 

our prosperity;  We partake of your divine presence. 

Amen.
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SVdP Heritage and Mission
Tim Williams
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The Vincentian Family

St. Vincent de Paul St. Louise de Marillac
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Friendship and Complementarity
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SVdP Trivia

Who was the most famous Daughter of Charity?
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Paris, France 1833
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Foundation of the Society

Bl. Frederic Ozanam Bl. Rosalie Rendu
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The Founding of the Society

• Catholicism challenged by professors & students

• The Conference of History

• A challenge from critics of the Church
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“We will go to the poor.”

Emmanuel Bailly

Jules Devaux

François Lallier

Auguste Le TaillanderPaul Lamache

Frederic Ozanam

Félix Clavé
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The Rule 

Originally written in 1835

A spiritual document

Only revised a few times

Last revised 2018
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The Rule is Our Way

“Take your Rule seriously. All the parts of it. 

But especially the parts that call you to pray 
and grow closer to Christ. This Rule is a great 

gift precisely because it keeps you from 

becoming mere social workers. You are 
followers of Christ. 

And this Rule is your Way.”
Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, CM
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The Society in the United States

Founded
20 November 1845

St. Louis, Missouri
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A Network of Charity Encircling the Earth
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Our Mission Statement

A network of friends, inspired 
by gospel values, growing in 
holiness and building a more 
just world through personal 

relationships with and service 
to people in need.
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Our Primary Purpose

The Society’s primary 

purpose is the spiritual 

growth of its members.
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The Scope of our Works

“No Work of 

Charity is Foreign 

to the Society.”
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PHILANTHROPY CHARITY
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Relationships of Trust

“Vincentians endeavor to establish relationships 
based on trust and friendship.  Conscious of their 
own frailty and weakness, their hearts beat with 
the heartbeat of the poor.  They do not judge 

those they serve.  Rather, they seek to 
understand them as they would a brother or 

sister.”
The Rule, Part I, 1.9
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Our Vincentian Vocation

Visiting and dedicating themselves to the poor, whose faith 
and courage often teach Vincentians how to live.  

Vincentians assume the needs of the poor as their own.

Vincentians are aware of their own brokenness and need 
for God's grace. They seek His glory, not their own. Their 

ideal is to help relieve suffering for love alone, without 

thinking of any reward or advantage for themselves.  

for love alone

for love alone

The Rule, Part I, 2.2



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE USA

ABILITYAVAIL

Do You Have What It Takes?

“When we show up, He shows up”
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“Tu est Dominus et Deus meus”

To Serve Christ and to Share His Burdens
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Serviens in spe
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Spirituality
Come, Holy Spirit, Live Within Our Lives

Deacon Mike
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Apostolate of the Laity

Spiritual Life

Secular Life

“Spirituality is life in Christ and in the Spirit, which 
is accepted in faith, expressed in love, and inspired 

by hope…not a part of life, but the whole of life 
guided by the Holy Spirit.” 

Pope Saint John Paul II

The Whole of Life
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The Five Vincentian Virtues

Simplicity

Humility

Gentleness

Selflessness

Zeal



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE USA

To See the Face of Christ

“We do what we do for the 

person of Jesus, who is, in truth, 

the flesh-and-blood poor person 

before us.”
The Manual



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE USA

Trust in Providence

“Behold, now, how little is 

needed to become a 

Saint? Nothing more than 

to acquire the habit of 

willing, on every occasion, 

what God wills.”
St Vincent de Paul
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Devotion to Mary

Our Lady of the 
Immaculate Conception

St. Catherine Labouré

“O Mary, conceived 
without sin, 

pray for us who have 
recourse to you.”
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The Central Role of Prayer

…to open and close every 

meeting

…before and after every home visit

…with those we serve

We partake in the Eucharist 

frequently to sustain us in our 

Vincentian activities

We pray…
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Loving with a Vincentian Heart

Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the passage 

where it is written:

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me; therefore, he has 

anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news 

to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, 

recovery of sight to the blind and release to 

prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the

Lord.”

(Luke 4:1 7-19)
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Loving with a Vincentian Heart

• Relationships

• Trust

• Systemic Change
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A Community of Faith

“The members meet as 
brothers and sisters with 

Christ in the midst of them, 
in Conferences that are 
genuine communities of 
faith and love, of prayer 

and action.” 
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We Grow in Holiness Together

“[The] end of the Society is 

especially to rekindle and refresh … 

the spirit of Catholicism, that fidelity 

to meetings, and union of intention 

and prayer are indispensable to this 

end, and that visiting the poor 

should be the means and not the 

end of our association.”
Frederic Ozanam, 1838
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Our Vincentian Vocation
David Rosengrants
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What is a Vocation?

• The word “vocation” comes from the Latin word that 
means “to call.”  

• Within the Catholic tradition, a vocation is a personal 
invitation from God to a human being, inviting that 
person to embark upon a specially chosen work 
relative to God’s plan of salvation. 

• As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we 
have been “called” by God to a ministry of service to 
those who are poor, to bear witness to Jesus’ 
compassionate love.



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE USA

What is our Calling?

• The Church says: “The followers of Christ are called by 
God, not according to their accomplishments, but 
according to his own purpose and grace.”

• St. Vincent de Paul said over and over again, “Put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

• Blessed Frederic Ozanam says: “… what is proposed to 
us is the sublime vocation God has given us.  Would 
that we were a little bit worthy of it and bent easily to 

its burden.”
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In the Words of St. Vincent

“It is our vocation … to set people’s hearts ablaze, to do what 
the Son of God did, to set it aflame with his love.  It is not 
enough for me to love God if my neighbor does not love him.

I must love my neighbor as the image of God and object of his 
love … I must act in such a way that people love their Creator 

and each other in mutual charity for the love of God who 
loved them so much that he delivered up his own Son to 
death for them.”
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And, Bl. Rosalie Told Bl. Frederic

“Because you see Christ in His poor, I know that you will 
approach each one you visit with humility as His servant.  But, 
always remember that if we had been through the hardships 
they have had to meet, if our childhood had been one of 
constant want, perhaps, we too, would have given way to 
envy and hatred, as I must admit have many of the poor in this 
quarter.  But, be kind and love, for love is your first gift to the 
poor.  They will appreciate you kindness and love more than all 
else you can bring them.”
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The Vocation of the Laity

• The lay Faithful, find themselves on the front lines of the 
Church’s life.  Therefore, they should have a clear 
consciousness of not only belonging to the Church, but of 
being the Church.

• The Second Vatican Council emphasized the universal call to 
holiness, the general call of God to all the baptized to a life 
of grace and union with Him.
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The Vocations of St. Vincent & Bl. Frederic

• Divine Providence called two ordinary men to extraordinary 
missions.  They are our role models.

• St. Vincent de Paul’s vocation as a priest led him to the 
service of the suffering and destitute poor in the villages of 
France, but it took him 17 years as priest to find that calling.

• Bl. Frederic Ozanam was called to bring hope to the hopeless 
in the streets of Paris.  After considering a call to the 
priesthood, he came to understand that it was God’s will that 
he serve as a married layman.   His wife, Amelie, supported 
him in his mission to serve the poor and hopeless.  
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St. Louise de Marillac & Bl. Rosalie Rendu

• Together with St. Vincent, St. Louise de Marillac co-founded 
the Daughters of Charity to serve the poor through health, 
education and social ministries.

• Bl. Sister Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity, was already 
working in the slums of Paris, when she was called upon to 
mentor Bl. Frederic and his companions as they founded the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  She is the one who told them 
which people that they were to visit.
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul Today

• Divine Providence continues to call ordinary men and 
women to an extraordinary mission as the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul continues to bring hope to the poor and 
suffering in the spirit of Bl. Frederic and St. Vincent de Paul, as 
well as Bl. Rosalie Rendu and St. Louise de Marillac.

• Today’s members of the Society are called to grow spiritually, 
with the bonds based upon friendship in a faith community, 
and to provide person-to-person service.  The blend of those 
three elements is what makes us Vincentians.  It is why we 
exist.
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Why Do I Want to Be a Vincentian

• When I retired, I could not think of a better way to spend my 
time than reaching out to use my time, talent and treasure to 
serve a God who has been so good to me.  I get a lot of 
pleasure from serving those in need.  So, I looked for ways to 
serve.

• Matthew 25:31-46 says that the King of Glory rewards those 
who feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the 
stranger, clothe the naked, and visit those who are sick or in 
prison.
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Core Values of the Society, Part 1

• Growth in intimacy with Jesus is a life-long process

• Prayer is Essential: personal and communal

• The dignity of the human person

• The preferential option for the poor

• The identification of Jesus with the poor

• The virtue of humility: personal and corporate

• Poverty in Spirit is the primary Beatitude
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Core Values of the Society, Part 2

• The virtue of simplicity

• Jesus is the Evangelizer and Servant of the Poor

• Divine Providence

• Friendship

• Community

• The Society is concerned with charity and justice

• The virtue of charity within and outside of the Society

• Solidarity
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Why do we go to those in need?

• To see the Face of Christ

• To be the Face of Christ

• To be friends 

• To maintain dignity

• To expedite assistance

• To see the whole picture

• To better protect confidentiality
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Questions & Answers
Thank you for your time and interest!
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Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Inspired by Your servants St. Vincent and St. 
Louise, Bl. Frederic and Bl. Rosalie,

May we bear witness to Your compassionate 

and liberating love

By serving Your poor cheerfully,

And each other humbly,

On our path towards Holiness in union with you, 

Lord Jesus.
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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Thank you for your time and interest!


