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At the age of 20 our founder, Frédéric 
Ozanam, was challenged as he defended 
his Catholic faith by these words:

“Let us be frank.. let us also be very 
particular. What do you do 

besides talk to prove the faith
 you claim is in you?”

 
Ozanam turned to his fellow Catholic 
comrades and said:

“We must do what our Lord Jesus Christ 
did when preaching the Gospel.             

Let us go to the poor.”

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Our Origins

Antoine Frédéric 
Ozanam  (1813-1853) 
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The Society was founded that year back in 1833.
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Our Mission

A network of friends, inspired by Gospel values, growing in 
holiness and building a more just world through personal 

relationships with and service to people in need
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Spiritual Growth of Our Members

• By offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and 
suffering we journey together toward holiness

• Our members, known as Vincentians, witness God's love by embracing 
all works of charity and justice

• Vincentians are united in an international society of charity by their spirit 
of poverty, humility and sharing

• We are sincerely concerned with the deeper needs and spiritual well 
being of those we help

• Vincentians never forget the many blessings we receive from those that 
we serve

• We recognize that the fruit of our labor springs, not from ourselves, but 
especially from God and from the poor we serve 

February 2024 4

The Vincentian Calling Is To See Christ In Those We Serve  
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• Started in July of 2014. Currently 26 members (Vincentians)

• We have responded to over 6,000 requests with $2.0M of assistance

• Each month we interact with approximately 60 families from our parish or living 
inside of the 75023-zip code 

• Our assistance is often in the form of financial aid for rent, food or utilities for 
neighbors facing evictions, hunger or utility disconnects 

• We seek to understand other community services available so we can refer 
neighbors to organizations that can also assist 

• We have a robust set of reference materials and user-friendly applications to 
manage the neighbor engagement process

• We meet neighbors in need with a “Home Visit” comprised of a team of two (1 
female and 1 male)

• We are funded through the amazing generosity of our SEAS parishioners  
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul at SEAS
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Who Are These Neighbors In Need?

Neighbors in Need

• They are in our immediate area and at times at Mass with us

• Many are a single parent with children

• They may have experienced temporary setback due to illness or 
unemployment 

• May be caring for a family member that is ill

• Some struggle with disabilities making it difficult to work full time

• Others are attempting to better their lives by going back to 
school or learning a trade

• A few are ex-felons attempting to recover their lives and become 
self sufficient

• Some are elderly and can’t always make it with just Social Security

• A few are homeless just looking to not sleep in their car or 
outdoors tonight
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• The SEAS SVdP Conference requires at least 20 additional members to 
assist in helping those in need in our immediate community

• Working directly with neighbors facing real hardship is both uplifting and 
spiritually enriching

• The conference work provides many ways to participate to leverage 
individual strengths

• Importantly, members have the flexibility to contribute as available. They 
simply opt in when they have time to help

• We are actively seeking both female and male members. (A great way for a 
couple to help the community and grow together in holiness)

• We are a network of friends that teach and support each other so no one 
is ever left on their own  
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“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few”. Luke 10:2
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SEAS SVdP – The Basics  

SVdP Helpline 

SVdP SEAS Database 

SVdP Advocates 

SVdP Conference Mtg

• Our engagement with our neighbors in need begin 
with their call into our helpline (972-532-9607)

• Once qualified, neighbor information is maintained in 
our SEAS/SVdP database that all members have 
secure access to

• The assigned advocates (female & male) own the 
evaluation and recommendation on how to best 
address the need

• The SVdP Conference (all members) reviews and votes 
on each recommendation.  
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How Does the SEAS SVdP Council Operate? 

Neighbors in Need
(SEAS Parishioners 
or Zip = 75023)

SVdP Helpline 

Warmly welcomes, 
reviews basic info, 
and creates/ 
updates record if 
qualified

Then notifies “on  
call” Advocate

SVdP SEAS Database

Single repository for 
all  information on 
neighbor 

Rich source for 
reference materials, 
local service 
organizations, and 
“how to” guides 

Maintains schedules 
for members

SVdP Advocates 

Contact Neighbor to 
listen and learn about 
situation details  

Offer hope, guidance, 
& prayers

Input data and make 
recommendation in 
database

SVdP Conference Mtg

Meets for ~1 hour each 
Monday @ 7PM*

Reviews all open 
recommendations and 
agrees (by majority 
vote) on decision

Owning Advocates 
then work back with 
neighbor to close on 
request 
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One Example of SVdP In Action
• In early December we received a call from the parents of a newborn daughter

• Father works in construction and generally able to cover expenses

• Thanksgiving construction break plus days off for daughter’s birth (no pay)

• Suddenly this family was facing an urgent situation where they could not pay 
December’s rent…the joy of their first child was now replaced by the terror of 
having her be homeless

• The SVdP Helpline volunteer alerted the SVdP Advocate that quickly 
assessed the situation and sent a proposal to the Conference

• The SEAS Conference approved the proposal.  (Prince of Peace SVdP was 
made aware and immediately helped as well) 

• Within less than 24 hours we were able to assure the family that their 
December rent would be covered  
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Recent Comments From Neighbors 
• “Thank you SVdP so much for the help. It means a whole lot especially in time 

like these. God bless you”.

• “Most importantly, not only am I grateful and excited in anticipation of SVDP 
remembering me at Christmas-time, but it is also wonderful that you and your 
team have helped me so much this year. I am very, very appreciative and thankful 
for all you do for me and people like me who have fallen on hard times”.

• “How can we express our gratitude to your parishioners.. I have a testimony to 
shout at the mountain tops...”

• Thank you SVdP so much. Please tell the church thank you for the blessing. They 
cut my husband's hours back from work due to the covid19. And it's been back 
to a struggle. But with my prayers to God and reaching out to you was truly a 
blessing. Thank you!!!!

• “I don't know what I would do without SVDP”.

Works of Charity Are Blessings For Those Receiving…and Giving
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What Are the SVdP Volunteer Opportunities? 

SVdP Helpline

For the day when 
available (opt in)

Monitor Google Voice 
Mail (0 – 5)/day

Return calls to validate 
qualification or redirect

Update DB

Notify Advocate as 
required

1-2 hour of effort on 
average

SVdP Advocates

When available (opt in)

Update status on open 
requests

Receive inbound 
requests from Helpline

And then, contact 
neighbor for details 

Update DB 

1-2 hours of effort on 
average

SVdP Conference Mtg 

All members are 
encouraged to attend

Open requests 
available in advance 
for review

Spiritual Reflection 
(Deacon Mike) 

With the combined 
wisdom and empathy 
of the members, open 
requests are reviewed 
and decided.

SVdP SEAS Database

Review Local, State and 
Federal assistance services 
and update content on 
SEAS SVdP website

Assist with technology/ 
useability issues

Work on as needed and 
when convenient 
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• Willingness to find a few hours per week to serve the local 
community

• Engagement and communication skills to sufficiently understand the 
neighbor’s situation

• Actively learn about community assistance options to address  
specific challenges neighbor is facing

• Collaborate in fellowship with other Vincentians on considering 
assistance requests, contemplating options, and reaching decisions

• Follow-up on open actions and commitments 

• Maintain accurate information in the neighbor’s record (database) to 
meet data collection quality standards 

February 2024 13

What Makes a Good Vincentian?  
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• Growth in intimacy with Jesus is a life-long process

• Through service of the poor, we can identify more closely with Jesus 
and become true friends in Christ with neighbors in need

• The SEAS SVdP Conference is well established with process and 
systems to enable member success

• We are one team and always there to help each other 

• We “opt in” when we are available to assist recognizing that 
members have other responsibilities and priorities

• Join us in this Christian calling to seek and find the forgotten, the 
suffering or the deprived so together we may bring them God’s love

“Amen , I say to you whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me”. 

Matthew 25:40
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Prayerfully Consider Joining Us On This Spiritual Journey 
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Contact Dan Manack
Email: dmanack@aol.com

Phone: 469-446-7271

        Helpline: 972-532-9607

“We find the God who comes down to visit us, not by basking in 
some elegant religious theory, but by setting out on a journey, 

seeking the signs of his presence in everyday life, especially in the 
faces of the poor.”  Pope Francis
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Want to know more?

mailto:dmanack@aol.com
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SVdP - An International Society

Today after 190 years in existence 
• We hold a presence in 153 countries (12 Regions)
• Have 800,000 members
• Serve 30 Million people around the World.

AMERICA 1

AMERICA 2

AMERICA 3

AFRICA 3

AFRICA 2

AFRICA 1

EUROPE 1
EUROPE 2

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

ASIA 1 ASIA 2

OCEANIA
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SVdP North Texas Organization

The Numbers

750 Volunteers

40 Parish-based 
Conferences

5 Facility 
Locations

9 County 
Service Area

65 Years in 
Service

92%
Percent of 
donated 
dollar for 
services*Suspended

Prince of Peace - Plano
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Home 
Visit

Twinning

Immigration
Services

Evangelize Housing

Prison
Ministry

EldercareAdvocate

Disaster 
Relief

Thrift 
Stores

Food 
Pantries

Immediate 
Needs $$$

Networking 
Churches 

& Agencies
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The Core Work of the Society

Serving in the 
United States 
since 1845, 
starting in St. 
Louis, Missouri

Ministering in 
the Diocese of 
Dallas since 
1954

Coordinating 
services with 

Catholic Charities 
in the United 

States since 1910

Teaming up with 
CCD on Disaster 
Relief and Food 

programs


